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The Way of the Cross

Good Friday in Boundary Street West End.   9:30am

Words of Welcome.
We will walk through public space in silence without blocking passage.  Keep together at a slow pace and cross roads in groups.  Follow the Cross carried in front and gather close to the cross at each station leaving space for others to walk by.
Ask for 10 volunteers for Reading and Prayer at each station, including children.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10.  Please remember your number.
At the end of the reading we will walk out of the Garden quietly following the Cross.
First Station - The Agony in the Garden

(The Garden at front right of the Uniting Church, a quiet and secluded place to watch and wait for a way to choose)

Gospel Passage: Mark 14: 32-36   They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. And said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.” And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.”

Focus for Prayer:

For all those who pray in agony and cry out to God.

Prayer:  Beloved Lord, as the time grows near to the hour of your passion, we hear you cry out to God for help.  As we walk with you to the cross, open our hearts so that we may have the courage to face our own times of pain and have compassion to walk with our sisters and brothers in their time of need.  We pray Lord, that you hear us.
All:
Lord, Hear our Prayer.

Second Station – Jesus is tried before religious and civil authorities

(Big lizard corner; a boundary and intersection between two cultures and two law systems: acknowledging the Jagera People and the Turabal People, the traditional custodians of this land on which we are gathered. A place of Kuril Dreaming)

Gospel Passage: Mark 15: 2-5   
Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.

Focus for Prayer: For all those who are rejected and mocked in our society.

Prayer:
All embracing God, we pray for all who spend time on our city streets. May they find peace of mind and heart, and acceptance in our community.  Deliver us from our self-righteousness, our pride, our ignorance.  So many times we pass by gathering places like this, failing to recognise you in the people who gather here.  Remind us that we are one people – these are our sisters and brothers.  Open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts to receive you, ever present to us, in them.  We pray Lord, that you hear us. 

All:
Lord, Hear our Prayer.
Third Station – Pilate condemns Jesus
(outside the Police Station, a place of civil authority)

Gospel Passage: Mark 15:11-15 
But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

Focus for Prayer: 

Justice for all, particularly those who are abused or suffer arbitrary arrest and torture at the hands of police and security forces.

Prayer: As we gather here outside the police station, we pray for justice for all.  We pray particularly for victims of untruth, for those who suffer discrimination before the law, and in some places, arbitrary arrest, mistreatment, and even torture.  We ask you to strengthen those who have been unjustly condemned. We seek mercy and compassion for the perpetrators of unjust actions, and we pray for peace-makers. We pray Lord, that you hear us.

All:
Lord, Hear our Prayer.

Fourth Station – Jesus is stripped of his garments and crowned with thorns
(A Public House, where conversation may lead to rumour, ridicule and abuse perpetrated on those who are different)
Gospel Passage: Mark 15: 16-20 
Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.
Focus for Prayer: For the unity and openness of community that listens to new ideas, tolerates difference, risks new ventures and values diversity.
Prayer:
Creator and sustainer of all that is, may our private and public activities be worthy in the presence of the farthest star, the wonder of tiny insects, the glory of particles and genes, and the holy presence of each person.  We pray Lord, that you hear us.
All:
Lord, Hear our Prayer.

Fifth Station – Jesus Falls, Simone of Cyrene helps Jesus

(Murri meeting place and information kiosk)
Gospel Passage:  Luke 23:26.  
As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus.

Focus for Prayer:  For all who stumble and fall, who carry burdens, and for those who lift burdens.
Prayer:
God, in your mercy, assist our journey towards reconciliation, agreements, treaties, and all forms of peaceful engagement with each other.  May we bring harmony from discord, mercy from forgiveness and strength from weakness.  Strengthen us to be the healing presence for those suffering mental illness and addiction.  Awaken our care when we are offended.  Strengthen the unity of community through our response to the lonely, the hungry and the thirsty.  We pray Lord, that you hear us.
All:
Lord, Hear our Prayer.

Sixth Station – The women weep for Jesus

(Avid Reader Book Shop – a safe place for the gathering of women and entertaining ideas)
Gospel Passage: Luke 23: 27-29   
A great number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’
Focus for Prayer:  
Self-activation for all women who are exploited in any form.
Prayer:  God most holy and full of compassion, we pray that our social goals will be clarified by those who suffer abuse and experience lack of self-confidence:  Give hope to those who find their efforts unrewarded by systems that reward men over women, thwarted by the ‘glass ceiling’, and deeply offended by domineering patriarchy.  We pray Lord, that you hear us.

All:
Lord, Hear our Prayer.

Seventh Station – Jesus is nailed to the Cross
(Crossway of Boundary with Vulture Street.  An end of one historical boundary for another to be crossed)
Gospel Passage:  Mk. 15:22-30.  
Then they brought Jesus﻿﻿ to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. ﻿ And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take.

﻿ It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. ﻿ The inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” ﻿ And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left.﻿ ﻿ Those who passed by derided﻿﻿ him…saying, “save yourself, and come down from the cross!”

Focus for Prayer:  Derision and dismissal have limited effects.  Jesus came back, and the aboriginal people did not die out.  The death solution was and is not just, even by inaction. The race boundary moved many times.

Prayer:    God of no boundaries, guide the people of Australia with wise and skilled leaders to a workable and just unity between our two peoples.    Flood us with the experience of forgiveness and reconciliation through our own confession of fault.  Guide us to just outcomes in the open court of a renewed people, and in our constitution and legislation. We pray Lord, that you hear us.
All:
Lord, Hear our Prayer.

Eighth Station – Jesus cares for his mother
(Kummara Indigenous Family Care Centre – concerned with mothers and children and values for indigenous families)

Gospel Passage:  John 19:25-27
.Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. ﻿﻿ When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” ﻿﻿ Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

Focus for Prayer:  Family care can happen when culture sensitive community and family care is valued and expected.
Prayer:  We remember the vulnerability of family structures when self is valued more than the whole of life, and cultural values are ignored or dominating.  We have experienced the decline of extended family interaction, so that the eyes and ears of accountability have departed.  We recall our stories of what is treasured in family life, and seek a new awareness of structural protection within community.  Spirit of Truth; guide us to the caring we have great capacity for when we can rely upon each other, as we rely upon your holy presence.  We pray Lord, that you hear us.
All:
Lord, Hear our Prayer.

Ninth Station – The Death of Jesus.
(Kurilpa War Memorial Library built at the former gates of the American Forces (Negro) barracks)
Gospel Passage: Matt. 27:45-50 
from noon on, darkness came over the whole land ﻿ until three in the afternoon. ﻿﻿ And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” ﻿ At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. ﻿﻿ But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” ﻿ Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last.﻿
Focus for Prayer:   For the victims of war and genocide.
Prayer:
Lord, would we have crucified you or disowned you?  In Nazi Germany, Kosovo, Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia, Chile, El Salvador, Myanmar, Afghanistan, Sudan, East Timor, or West Papua?  When we hurt and kill each other, you are hurt.  When we hurt and kill in your name; that is too horrible to imagine.  There are times when religious groups offend human justice and we must stand alone in visible protest.  Lord, prepare us for any test and renew our trust in your demonstration of love which overcomes human depravity, all evil powers and the power of death, for those who have died and risen with you.  We pray Lord, that you hear us.
All:
Lord, Hear our Prayer.

Tenth Station – Jesus is buried

(In West End UC – where the cross is covered with leaves)

Gospel Passage:  Luke 23:50-56  
Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a member of the council, had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. The women who had come with him from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid. Then they returned, and prepared spices and ointments. On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 

Focus for Prayer:  For all those who are dying, especially those who die alone.
Prayer:  We thank you, God, that out of suffering can spring compassion and caring, faith and endurance, joy in our knowing you, and humility in our realisation of Jesus suffering.  We bring before you all those known to us who are in any kind of need.  God of love, send your Holy Spirit of healing and comfort on all those suffering and facing death alone.  Be for us a strong consolation and an ever present help.  We pray Lord, that you hear us.

All:   Lord, Hear our Prayer.
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(Many thanks for your presence today and for those who helped organise this walk and time of reflection.  You are warmly invited to join in a cup of tea and a hot cross bun in the hall behind West End Uniting Church.)
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